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Theological Observer - SHrdjlidj•,Seitgefc(Jicljtlicljd
I. 2lmcrllt11
The Church and Social Problcn1S. -The American Lutherall Caa-

ference at its convention at Racine, Wis., on Nov.12, adopted the following statement of principles nnd dcclarntlon of attitude in the que,tlan
of social relations:
"L The Church of Jesus Christ boa the duty to supply guidance to
the consciences of men on the pressing moral problems of the age, and
at this time partlc:ularly on the mutual relations of capital and labor
and their position in present-day society.
"The Lutheran Church stands ready to acknowledge its need of
self-examination on this and kindred problems; to humbly confell itl
lack of understanding at times of the crying needs brought aboUt by
the rapidly changing complex of our modem economic and social We;
and to pledge itself to give renewed attention to these things wherebJ
peace may be brought to the warring elements of labor and capiial, and
to that great middle class which, technically, belongs to neither o f ~
two categories.
"However, we are of the unfoltcring conviction that the Chun:h of
Jesus Christ has in its hands, in Word and Sacraments, the only remedY
that can cure the ills in any sphere of organized society. Hence we
give emphasis to the following points.
"2. Through its emphasis upon the teaching of the Word of Gad.
particularly with respect to sin and grace, the Lutheran Church can
give guidance and supply the power needed to remove the tension
between capital and labor. It is convinced that the cure is in the GosJlel
of redemptive forgiveness through Jesus Christ, which, accepted in faith.
takes away guilt, mnkes man a new creature, and enables him to live
a new life in love to Goel and his fellow-men.
"3. Any adequate answer to the question of right relations between
employer and employee must recognize the fundamental necessity of
changing self-centered and self-seeking individuals into men and ~
who love God and who love their fellow-men oa objects, with themselves. of God's redemptive love in Christ Jesus.
"4. Any emphasis upon the necessity of individual conversion and
regeneration becomes one-sided unless it is also emphasized that the
reborn lndlvldual cannot live his life as a Christian isolated from
IOc1ety but must live it in relation to his fellow-men.
"5. The Church should not identify itself with any political party
or political-pressure group but should assume an attitude of awarenea11
with faithful and courageous testimony, judging all social movemen
the In
Ucht of Goel'■ Word. It 1■ the duty of the Church to enllgbten
its membership and awaken their consciences in order that the will of
Goel may be done in the social u well as the private affair■ of men.
"'l'hawfore Be It Reaolvecl:
"1. That we endorse the stand taken by the Oxford Conference OD

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1939

1

Concordia Theological Monthly, Vol. 10 [1939], Art. 15
Theological Obaerver- at'4li4,3dtgcfdJ~tllclcl

148

Life and Work, that 'labor has intrlnalc worth and dignity, alnce it la
dntined by God for man'• welfare. The duty and right of man to work
llbould therefore alike be emphasized. In lndu■trlal procea, labor should
never be con■idered a mere commodity. In their dally work, men should
be able to recognize and fulfil a Cbri■tlan vocation. The workingman . • . I■ entlUed to a living wage, wholesome ■urroundings, and
a recogn1zed voice in the decisions which affect hi■ welfare as a worker.'
(The Church and the Economic Order.)
"2. That the Conference stands for the right of employee and
employer to organize for collective bargaining; the safeguarding of all
workers ago.inst harmful conditions of labor and occupational injury
and dl■e111e; insurance (without diminishing personal responsibility)
against alcknea, accident, want in old age, and unemployment; and the
abolition of child labor, by which we understand the work of children
under conditions that interfere with their physical development, education, opportunities for recreation, and spiritual growth.
"3. That we stand for release from work at leut one day in seven
and a reasonable work-week, commensurate with the productivity of
industry and the physical and spiritual well-being of the laborer, to the
end that labor may increasingly share in the cultural, educational,
wholesome recreational, and religious opportunities available. Conditions
of work for women should be regulated so as to safeguard their personal
welfare and that of the family and the community.
"4. Thot we also emphasize that it is the responsibility of the
worker and the employer to work £or the public good and not to abuse
their power by trespassing upon the legitimate rights of others. If they
ore to achieve permanent blessings, both laborer and employer must
build upon a spiritual rather than a materialistic basis, and to this
end both stand in need of the continued ministrations of the Christian
Church.
"5. That we talce steps to arrange for conferences at important centers
on the relollon of the Church to social problems, detailed information
to be submitted to, and approved by, the Executive Committee."
,Not many comments are required. We wish to say that we are
in sympathy with everybody who tries to clarify his thinking and that
of other people with respect to the question how Christian principles
can be applied in the solution of our vexing social problems. The
endeavor of the American Lutheran Conference to draw up a statement
that would be Scriptural and at the same time sufficienUy specific to
furnish aid In our perplexities has re■ulted in a pronouncement which
In some respects is admirable. What we add now is said not chiefly
to criticize, but with the intention of helping those interested in arriving
at conclusions which are truly Biblical. With the statement of principles
In the pronouncement we have no fault to find; it is excellent. In the
declaration of attitude (the resolutions), where the concrete application
of the principles is undertalcen, we naturally enter a territory bristling
with dUBcultles. The principle that the Church has no authority
to teach what the Bible does not teach has not been suf&cienUy

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol10/iss1/15

2

Mueller: Theological Observer. – Klrchllch Zeitgeschichtliches

144

'l'beo1oslca1 Obaener- atrctJlldJ•8eltgefi014t114d

obeerved. To Wustrate, we point to the item, "(Be It Resolved) I. '1'bat
the Conference stands for the right of employee and
orpnlze for collective bargainlng." If oakcd what Scripture
them to write theso words, the authors no doubt would point to ~
Golden Rule, "All th1np whatsoever ye would that men aboUld to you, do ye even ao to them." But is the right of organlzlnl far collective bargaining neceasarlly Included in whnt the Savior llayll aballt
the attitudes we should toke one townrd the other? Suppc,N the
authors lived In a totalitorinn state forbidding the forming of comblna
and organizations such DB visualized in the pronouncement, would thlJ'
still say, We stnnd for the right of employee and employer to orpnlze
for collective bargaining? Could they in such n silunllon insist on the
recognition
of this position as resting on the Bible? Could they stD1
appeal to the Golden Rule DB furnishing proof !or the ScripturaJnel■ of
their attitude? Were the apostles remiss in not proclniming this "right"!
It follows that what the pronouncement in this inslnncc sets forth ii not
an cverlnsling Scriptural truth but n view whose correctness and
applicability depends on circumstances. There ore other itcml where
the same stricture applies and a modification should be ndded.
A.
"The Word of God and the Scriptures." S u bicfct S>cU
nration
~r
U. L. C. A (nf>ocbrudt in C. T • .l\f., S>ca. 103 , G . 018 ff.) mndjt D. !Jleu m
bet .. 5Hrdjr. 8citfdjcift", 9?ou. 1088, 6. 097, fofocnbc !ncmcdunocn: ..~
ift nlfcrbhtoil cine outc tSdtar,mo, unb tuit lic31ucifcfn
djt, ni
bn{J bie !Ran•
net, bie jie nutlnrbcitctcn,
mcinen,
licfnocn.
tuna bic
mlodc
mlit tuollcn nu'
1
cn,!\]unit
tuolfcn
ljiinocnlilcili
nidjt frnocn,
nidjt an blcfcm obct jcncm
~
bie Gdjtift ,in nTicn SI'ci(cn' GJottcll mlod ijt unb itdnmilloll bodj _r,ro~ ,n
bcm, tunB jidj nut bn licaicljt.
~it
m\it frnocn lifo{!. tuic [idj nnt biefer
~Unrntion bie stntfndjc rcimt, bn{! tljcofooif
bctjcl6cn
djc S!cljrct
stirdjc
!n•
f~nmnncn
bie 6djrift uedtdtn, bic mit bicfct mcHnrntion in oifcntm
ilict
!Biberfprudj
•
ocniincnbct
ftcljen.ljcutiocn
!llnnoeT
nbS!cljrbi53iplin
bet
trnuriocn
an
Gih1ntion
toot cine
btt
bet
im ~lnltcrTn
fflc!or
mation." i)ic ctfte \jrnoc:fnnn
!!Bicbic
6djrif t, bic in alien lt'ci(cn
OJottcl 2Bod ift, nidjt in alien stci(en itthmtl!
fo3 f
ein ~ tuctbcn bic ~ro•
bet U. L. C. A. nidjt fridjt &cnntluortcn fonncn. !Reinen bic ~iinnrr,
toacn
bie biefc ileffnrntion nuBQcnrlicitct
D
TJQlicn, 1un bic !!Bode licf11ocn, fo millicn
fie uni crft fnocn, tual bicfctnidjt
Wulbrnd:
irrhtm !!Bott,
O.,ottclSba
il
ll_ol
ift, befnot. atucite
i)fe ffrnoe
D. mcul tuirb Tcidjtct au licnnttuodcn fem.
IBie fonntc cine S)cffarntion nnocnonnncn tucrbcn, mit bet nidjt alle lllt0 •
logcn bet auftimmenben
iirpetfdjaft
St ftinuncn¥
60: '"After much debate'
the declaration was adopted by the convention, but only n(ter Dr. Knubel
bad offtclaJly stated that the declaration 'does 11ot become A pan °1 tM
confealoflc&l faith of the Chun:h."' (Luth. Witneu, 1938, 6. 874.) ~
fonnte alfo icbcrmann auftimmcn; bcnn bie tStUiinmo liinbct
etlual bagcocn,
nidjt bcn ctn•
~t
bn& cine Wn3nljl uon S!cutcn in bet U. L.
aelnen. ffcinet
C. A. glaubt, tual in bet merraration ftc'f)t. Gie biitfcn iljtcn <Bfaubc.n lJt•
fenncn. ilie anbcm biitfcn nudj iljrcn
f,cfcnncn.
O)lau&cn
Unb fo ronntc
bet Luthmin bom 2. !Robcmbct 1988 6crid}tcn: "The paragraphs of th8
declaration on the Word of God and the Scripture were approved, 'no one
contradictlq.' "
le.

em~,.,:
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An Unlatheran View of lmpiratlon.- Under the heacllng P-rognal11• Rnelaffon C. J. Soedergren, in the Auc,utan11 Qwz11eTl111
Vol. XVD, No. 4, while profealng "hf.I lmpllclt and expllclt belief in
the plenary inspiration of the Sacred Scriptures," makes the following
attack UPon the doctrine of Biblical inspiration: "Certainly, every
atudent of the! Bibll! knows that there arc paaages in the Bible -large
aec:lions and l!ntlrc books - which nre dynamically and verbally inspired.
They claim to be, and Christian experlC!nc:o proves them to be, an
immediate revelation supematurnlly communicated. No other theory
will account for the facts - even npart from the testimony of the Holy
Spirit given to every believer. But when the claim for word-for-word
dictation is made for the entire Bible, - even for every word of the
Authorized Ve rsion, - then it is not Impiety to nsk humbly for the
evidence, especially in the case of passages and sec:Uons and books for
which the Bibll! Itself makes no such claims and where splritunl leaden
feel that some other theory might provide a better solution. For the
Bible la greater than our litUe man-made theories. Nor does our
insistence on keeping it behind the bars of any of these latter appear
to be quite the suc:ccss we fondly imagine. 'Letterology' was not the
Polition of Luther. He knew his Bible too well to make that mistake.
His faith in the Bible was such a living conviction that it was not
offected by considerations of this kind. To him it had a higher source
and a better foundation than more literal inerranc:y. 'God does not
speak grammnllcol vocables,' he said, 'but true essential things.' This
other 1plril came in through Qucmstedt, Hollaz, Cnlov, and the Wittenberg theologians of the orthodoxistlc and spiritually comatose seventeenth century. It is from this camp and from the Calvinistic group
that thls 'tradition' is derived.''
He then quotes Bishop U. L. Ullman as writing: 'The so-called
ultra-orthodox view, :ic:cording to which all the words and thoughts
occurring between the two bo:ird covers of tho Bible have been communicated by tho Holy Spirit in on immediate and supernatural manner
and so as to exclude any thought of a difierenc:c in the kind and degree
of the Spirit's operation, comes into serious conflict with the truth.
It docs not alP'CC with the structure of the Bible itself. And when they
(the advocates of this theory) insist that a theory about the Bible
practically identical with the inspiration theory of the seventeenth
century must continue to be taught in our Christian-education courses,
then it la lmPossible for us to give our assent. And this not because
of any unbelief or any yielding to modem negative theology or rationallaUc criticism, et cetem, but simply because thls theory evidentinlly does
not give adequate expression to the patent clrcwnstances and consequently ls pedagogically both wrong nnd dangerous.''
There la no need to refute the many false statements and overstatements in thls attack UPon the ChrisUan doctrine of Biblical inspiration. What the author contends against la exaggeration of the position
heJcl by conservative Lutherans. If any proof were needed that thorough
doc:trina1 diac:uuions are required before there can be a God-pleasing
union between the Augustana Synod and our own body, it would be furnlahed here.
J. T. M.
10

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol10/iss1/15

4

Mueller: Theological Observer. – Klrchllch Zeitgeschichtliches
146

a

'l'beologica1

01-rver - atnf)lkfJ•3cltoefdJldJtl~

Fedenl Connell or Cbnrc:hes. - In Dec. 1938 the Federal Cound1
of Churches of Christ in America held its thlrtieth-11nnlvenal"Y ..-i
in Buffalo, N. Y. One of the features of the meeting wu that the Syrian
Antlochlan Orthodox Church of North America Willi received into membership. This Church wu represented by its nrchbishop, the Rt. Rev,
Anthony Bnlhlr. The suggestion of Prcsldent Albert W.Palmer of Chicago Theological Seminary to acall world economic conference under
church auspices if American and European governments delay the ealllnl
of such a meeting,
approved.
was
Tho correspondent of the Chrildlffl
Centurv reporting on the meeting says thnt the denominatlonB boldlnl
membership in the Council "have censcd to think mentally in tenDI of
possible cooperative action nnd now begin to look ahead definitely to,rsrcl
union." "There were 11 few dissenting voices, to be sure. It is evident.
for example, that the Lutherans will make hnstc slowly, if at all, ID
this direction." The reference is to the U. L. C. A., which maintalnl
a conaultatlve relation to the Federal Council of Churches. There WU
strong debate on the question whether the Federal Council of Churdiel
should continue to sponsor the maintenance of chaplaincies whole
incumbents are salaried by the national Government. The eoundJ,
following the recommendation of its commission, voled affirmatively
on this question - an outcome roundly condemned by the ChrilfiAII
CentUTIJ. The sale of war materin.l s to Japan was deplored; gambllnl
wos again bnmded OB sin!ul, gambling in churches included. A protest
was again voiced against the liquor business. Chinese and Spanish
relief woa approved. The president of the Council for the next t,ro
years ls Dr.George A.Buttrick of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian
Church, New York City. Dr. Samuel M. Cavert will continue to serve
as general secretory.
A.
Luther's Teaching on Good Works. - Under this heading John
Horsch, in the Gospel Hendel (Oct.13, 1938), defends Luther aplnlt
Romanists who charge him with having denounced good works. He
writes: "In a recent sermon on n ccrtnin occasion the writer heard the
statement that Luther denounced good works. Upon inquiry be was
referred to A.H. Newman, l\fanual of ClmTclL H fatOTI/, first edition, Vol. II,
pp. 84-93. Newman in this pince gives n number of quotations &am
Luther's writings in which he seems to speak disapprovingly of goad
works. It is to be observed, in the first place, that the quotations given
by this author at the place indicated ore not the result of his own
investigation or research in Luther's works. As indicated by the foot·
notes, he quotes here from the writings of Romon Catholic hlstoriamIf he had read Luther's writings, he would hove known that those quotations do 11ot expreBB his teaebing on good works. It should be noted s1lo
that, when speaking of works (or good works), Luther had in mind nat
only deeds of charity but all 'works of the Law,' in fact. the whole nD8I
of practical Christian du~. Bence, to say that he dlscredlted good wvrb
means obviously that he disparaged Christlnn living in general NBWman represents Luther u denouncing good works, and at the _ .
time he describes him
displeased
u highly
and discouraged on account
of the failure of church people to live consistent Christian lives. Notr,
if he had meant to dlscourage 1ood works, or the fulfilment of CbrutlaD
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duty, be could not have censured thOle who followed hla advice In th1a
By living ungodly lives, they would merely have carried out hla
teaching. I heard a aermon recently by one of our evangelists. . The
preacher made the statement that morality ls one of the greatest hindrances to personal 11Dlvatlon. Taken from their context, theae aentenc:es
would have been nctually offensive. But before he was through with
this point, he made it clear that not by any means did he speak In
defense of immorality; he did not Insinuate that lmmomlity was to be
preferred to morality. He meant to emphasize the met that salvation
by morality ls nn utter impossibility. The attempt to be aaved bv mon&1
1fvlng, he said, is one of the greatest hindrances In Gospel-work. Luther's
writings contain countless passages teaching that aaving faUJ, 10ill inwriablv 1'Hult in good 100,-ks. In his most widely circulated work, hla
Small Catechism, In the part treating of the Lord's Prayer, he has the
question: 'How is God's name hallowed?' The answer given is, 'By
teaching His Word pure nnd unadulterated nnd by leading holy lives,
u the children of God do in accordance with His Word.' In the same
booklet he llllys that the meaning of Bnptlsm is 'that the Old Adam
within us, with nll sin nnd evil desires, shall be drowned nnd put to death
by daily contrition and repentance, nnd Instead there shall dally come
forth and arise n new man, who in righteousness and purity will live
forever before God.' "
This apology of Luther's position on good works by John Horsch
contains nothing new; but it is gratifying to know that even in nonLuthernn circles there sWl ore to be found deCcnders of Luther and such
u thoroughly know his writings. \Ve were unable to quote the entire
article, but even the few sentences cited demonstrate how easily historic
J. T. M.
and doctrinal truth mny be defended against traducers.
Southern Baptists and Church Union. - Under this heading the
lVatcJaman-E:raminc
r
reports in p:irt the mcmorilll of the Committee on
lnterdcnomlnntlonal Relations of the Southern Baptist Convention, which
met in Richmond, Va., in May of this ycnr, stating that "in view of the
wide interest now being developed within religious bodies concerning
church union the report is full of significance.'' We would say more for
it, namely, that the position presented by the committee ls thoroughly
sane and Scriptural and therefore the only one that churches may rightly
take, The brief excerpt reads: "Our mcss:ige to our brethren of other
communions is that, since the present divided condition of Christendom
la unquestionably the result of departures from the simple teaching of
the Scriptures, the only possible road to organic union ls back to the
Scriptures, fairly interpreted. If it be llllld that this is, In our present
state, impracticable and impossible, we reply that, If that be so, then
orpnlc union ls impossible with Baptists, for we are unllltembly bound
to the Scriptures u our law and guide. We speak on this point with
absolute franlcness and with great plainness because we crave to be
understood by our fellow-Christians. We neither ask nor wish any one
to come to us except upon a personal conviction but would have all to
study the Holy Scriptures to find the path of duty; and our confidence
ls unfailing that there ls light sufficient In the Scriptures to guide ua
all to the union the Muter wishes."

respect.
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With the matmale of Baptlat theology as such we Lutheranl of comll
cannot agree alnce to ua it represents most acrioua departures from Holy
Scripture; but the modus vivendi here outlined for the c:rim of cbarcb
union now facing Protestantlam in our country deserves the moral IUPport of all honest Christians to whom the pure Gospel of Jesus Orllt
atll1 la precious. The "absolute frankness" and "great plalnnea" with
which the committee hos spoken on the matter certainly requlrel no
apology but ahould be emulated and imitated by all followen of Chdlt
to whom Biblical Christlonlty still means whot it meant to true c:bUdren
of God at all times; for that la the only woy to reol unity in faith and
to worth-while church union.
J. T. JI.
The Business of the Chu,ch. - Writing in the Luthenan Chlll'ffl
QuaTte,-lv, October, 1938, p. 349, Dr. H.F. Miller soys: " •.• The Church
la interested in the work of mercy. She hos her Inner Mission imtitU·
tlons and her Inner Mission programs throughout the congre&atiollL
Thot Is the natural result of her mcssnge and spirit. But she ls not
exclusively or prhnarily a social-service agency or a c:rusoder for Im·
proved social conditions. . . . The Church Is concerned about law and
st
order. She teaches morolity and high sociol living. She indeed aiml
perfection, for her standard is God in His holiness. But she ls not to
be confused with the police force, the standing nrmy, the courts of
iustlee, or a detective agency. • . . Whnt n delicate situation that ls for
the Church! She is In the world but not of the world. Many tb1nk that
such a position is evasive. The Church is interested in maDY thlnP
in the world, but she rcfUSC!S to take definite responsibility for anythlDI
in the world. In consequence mony have turned their backs on the
Church and hove devoted themselves to noble secular movemenlL
Others have endeavored to force the Church to nssume defmite responsibility for current movements of social or poliUcol. reform. TheY baff
even Interpreted the kingdom of God to mean the perfect political and
social state realized In the natural order of events. The Church bis
always had a difficult time to preserve her choractcr of otherworldlimll
and her independence of secular institutions nnd movements. • • • There
la the threat of the folse conception of the kingdom of God. Man wisbel
to bring in the Kingdom, to make It n visible nnd actual
reality here
and now. Some seem to think that the kingdom of God can be idln·
ti6ed with some perfect human society, to be achieved by human effort.
To them it la a religious Utopia. In consequence there must be a sacia1
gospel, human institutions must be controlled, whole Stntcs must be
brought into line, and the whole international situation must be ~
The Church must step out and DSIIWDe responsibility•..•" Let us._..
the waminlE.
The Buslnea of tho Cburch.-The liberal Shailer Mathews ~-~
think much of those who tum their churches into club-houses. _ .
centers, and amusement halls. In his latest book, The Chun:h. and tM
Ch.riatta•, he says on page 141: "True, a few radicals bold that sacia1
and cultural activity is the primary, if not the only, function of a Ch~
They would substitute sociology and psychology for theology, and_.
actlvltles, moving pletures, basket-ball games, political disc:USSJonl, for
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the ccmventlonil actlvitles of a Church. Such a Yin, deprivea
thanrellpm
any other
IOCial validity and maka
IOCial lnatitutlom
of the order of aoclal settlements, panmt-teacher aaociationa, and united
cbarltlea." Page 4: "I ahould be the 1ut to belittle the importance of
IOdal ac:Uvitlea on the part of a church, but I am convinced that, unless
it II more than a community center for reereation and social acquaintance, • church is not fulfilling its historic function."
What II Dr. Mathews'• own idea of the real business of the Church?
He ay1, page Hl: "I conceive of religion as a blomyatlclam in which
by the projection of the life proceu of an Individual the human and
divine reach adjustment. . . . As a social group a church has for its
particular function today that which it has had in the past. That is to
ay, it can further the help-gaining adjustment of Individuals with
those comnic ac:Uvlties upon which wa are dependent, with which we are
organically united, and which operate in the personal as well as in the
chemical and physical realms to which humanity belongs. Doc:trlnes
have rationalized, and rites have implemented, this rec:ognltion of c:osmlc
relations." In lea oracular terms this means: "The Church, If not the
only, 11 certainly the chief agency for lilting social duty with its selfsacrlflce from professional routine Into human brotherhood. It is more
blessed to give than to receive when one feels the urge of divine love."
P. H3. What Dr. Mathews means is that the chief, practically the only,
(unction of the Church is to work for social reform. The churches must
aim at "making nations moral units," etc. (Pp.129-134.) And how do
tho 10clal-rehabllitation men mean to achieve their purpose? "What
the world requires of the churches is not a revival of fourth-century
Christology but the impregnation of economic and political processes with
love. Only then will Jesus have given meaning to their function. If
Christians are to be interested in helping make a better world, the
churches must make theology secondary to morality." (P.105.)
E.
Brief Items. - Latest statistics on the Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America (Northern Presbyterians) show that this body
numbers 8,883 churches and 1,953,734 communicant members. Contnautlons Iu t year totaled $40,551,108, representing an Increase of $1,523,303
over thOIC of the year before.
Austrian Catholics are said to be divided Into three antagonistic
groups. One, taking the old stand, holds that whoever opposes the Pope
II wrong; a second group is strongly nationalistic and in a conftict
between Hitler and the Church may forsake the latter; a thircl group
follow■ Cardinal Innilzer and hopes that II compromise can be effected,
Recent developments seem to indicate that the cardinal is not very

c

IUcceaful.
The Lost Colony here (that ii, Roanoke Island, N. C.), where 351
Jean ago wu baptized Virginia Dare, the ftnt English child born on
American soil, wu the scene of a service conducted August 21 by Bishop
Brown of Southern Virginia. - Living ChuTCh.
The Luthm111, In its report on the U. L. C. A. Baltimore convention,
says, ■peaking of the resolutions submitted by the committee dealing
with the report of the Commialon on Relationahlpa · to American· Lu.;.
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theran Church-boclies: "The second resolution called for approval of the
Declaration on the Word of Goel and the Scripture. This conslltl of elsbt
items and the Introduction. Each item was subjcc:tcd to careful ac:rutlDJ,
and aeveral delegates IPOke concerning them separately and u • ,rbole.
But there wu no opposition to the Declaration In 10 far u ita main
slplficanc:e is concerned. The doctrine known technically as 'the verbl1
Inspiration of the Bible' was deemed out of accord with the Lutherall
Confeulons, and the paragraphs drafted by the commission and the committee of theologians was approved, 'no one contradicting.' " Thll repozt
seems to Indicate that no one on the floor of the convention cbampionecl
the teaching of "verbal Inspiration." This is a sad state of affaln.
The Luthmu1, Companion. of November 3, 1038, publishes an interestIng article on "Lutheran Martyn In Florida." Reference is made to
attempt.a of French Protestant.a to found a colony In Florida beglnmDI
ln 1582. In 1565 a Spaniard, Menendez, came with a force and massacred
them. This wu "over one year before the first Jesuit mJalonlr1,
P.Pedro Martinez, S.J., was martyred (September 28, 1566) by the lncllam between Fernandina and Mayport, Fla. If ever a monument aboukl
be erected In the Interest of Lutheran martyrs In the United States. it
should be at old Fort Caroline on Anasthasln Island, near MatanlU
Inlet. • . . We have recently heard that such n Lutheran project was
under way." While these people called themselves Lutherans, it would
be more correct to regard them as Reformed, .for they were Huguenots.
Aceordlng to the New• Bulletin of the National Lutheran Coundl
the Lutheran United Mlulon at Kiaoshan, two hundred miles north
of Hankaw, wu badly damaged October 13 by Japanese planes ftylnl
low. On October H the Auguatana Synod Mission at Hsuchan& twenlJ·
five miles farther north, was bombed heavily. We are told that 1h11
happened In spite of large American flags on the roof of both misllaaL
On October 24 the Lutheran Brethren Mission at Tsaoyunl, In tbe
province of Hupeh, was bombed by Japanese planes, and Phoebe Nyhus,
three-year-old daughter of lWuionary Nyhus, was killed.
Report comes from the Universal •Christian Council on Life and
Work that Putor Niemoeller (reported ill) has refused to accept his
releue from the concentration camp on condition that he sign • cledara·
tlon forblddlnc hJm to resume activity in his Berlin-Dahlem parilbChrlaCfll" CPtllrJ
The Llviq Chun:h report.a that the mluions of the Protelf.llll
Episcopal Church ln Brazil are making aatisfactory progress. "l'he item
apeab of forty mlaion-llations ln the llates of Sao Paulo and PanDI,
In which the blahop conflrmed 109 persons.
"'1'be founder of the New York Girls' High School and of _,.,,
other Catbollc acbooi., orphanagn, and hospitals, Mother Francis XaYW
Cabrini, la llated far beatification in SL Peter's, Rome, on November 1S.
Her body wu olBclally ..W here in coffin,
a glaa
to be placed in Iha
crypt Ullder the chapel of the Mother Cabrini High School. 701 llodier
Cabrini BouJavard. Before the aea11ng the achoolslrla were pennltfld to
tolM!b tbe Ml of her CGrJa with their eruen. A bone fram bar 'bad1
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wW. be carried ln a lilver tube by papal offlclala to Rome. HIib-church
a8ldaJa, Including Biahop Stephen Donahue, wltneaed the aeallnl and
alanecl the certlftcate to so ln the tube with the bone to Rome."-So reported the Chrinian. Cen.tuT'JI. The beatiftcatlon hu been pronounced.
Evidently ln many quarters the 10-called enlightenment of our age 1a
merely Kin-deep.
A.

II. 3uslnnJa
German Action Against the Confessional Church.-The M11nche1ter
Guanlf11n ln lta issue of Nov.18, 1938, carried the followlng dispatch,
which at the time of thia writing hnd to our knowledge received no
c:urreney ln the American press, but which is important for all who
are interested ln the status of the Church in Germany:
"It would seem that new repressive measures against the Confessional Church are contemplated by the Germon authorities. The excuse
ii provided by the prayers for pence ordained to be said ln all Confeaional churches on Sept. 30, although they were not snid because
the Munlch Agreement removed the immediate danger of war. In these
prayers the following words occurred:
" 'Lord God, we confess our sins nnd the sins of our people before
Thee. May God forgive us and overt from us His wrath. But if,
ac:eording to His inscrutable decision, He punish us with war, we shall
aek comfort in His promise of salvation.'
"On Oct. 27 the Sch1a11rze KoTJn, the newspaper of the S. S. (Black
Guards) and of the Gestapo (Secret Police), poured abuse on the Confeaional clergy for ordaining these prayers and asserted that 'public
aecurity imposes upon the State the duty of extirpating these criminals.'.
"On Oc:t. 29 Bishops Mahrarens, Wurm, and Meiser were summoned
before Herr Kerri, the Minister of Church Affairs, who told them curtly
that he had a new plan of ecclesiastical 'appeasement.'
"When the plan had been sanctioned, 10 he declared, every one
in Germany would be able to listen to sermons 'about whatever Christ
he might want to hear about' and that in future no particular articles
of faith would have any special validity. As for the prayers that were
to have been aid on Sept. 30, he characterized them as treason (Lllftde111ffl'Gt) and declared that 'negotiations for confining these traitors ln
a concentration camp were ln progress.' Presumably he meant negotiations between the Ministry of Church Affairs and the Gestapo.
"The three bishops were thereupon asked to sign a declaration
aplmt the order iaued by the Confessional Church to have thae
prayers aid. The bishops complied, and the declaration will, it would
Rem, be used against the Confessional Church ln the near future.
No doubt it will help to give the action of the German seeular arm
the appearance of ecclesiastic:al sanction.''
•
It will be recalled by our readers that Bilhop Mahrarem and Bishop
lleJser vialted our country ln 1938 as representatives of the Lutheran
World Convention for the pUlpOlle of acquaintlns American Luthenm
with those European groups which are endeavorlns to bring back confeaJon•JIID' into European Lutheranism.
W. G. Por.&cK
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The Situation In India. -The KircJ&ltc:J1e ZeHacJ,rife reprlntl ID In•
forming article by Dr. Carl Dunela, director of the Lelpzls Mlalon, hmDI
the title Zur Lage de• Chriatentunas ,,~ Indten. We aubmlt a law of
his statement-.. India is in a condition of ferment. No one can fanae
what developmenta will result. Pandit Nehru, who foll.cnnd Gandbl
u leader of the National Congress, anw Indin's salvation in the abolftlaD
of all rellgions, because the religions were preventing India from becoming truly succ:essor
unified. His
ls Subhn Bose, who does not fawr
the atheistic program of Nehru but who hos taken de Valera of Jn]IDll
u bis beau ideal, atrivlng for the polltlcnl independence of Inclla. One
of the chief topics of discussion ls universal education. The .,-allecl
Wardhar scheme proposes as a minhnum seven years of scbrolml
for all of India's youth. To cover the expense, the teaching of tndel
ls to be made central, and the articles manufactured are to be sold to
provide the salaries of the teachers. English ls to be crowded out
of its governlng position and no longer to be used as medium of
instruction in the higher schools. Its place is to be taken by Hindi,
which ls used more widely in North India than ony other 1aJ7IUIIL
The thought has been expressed that the stale should take over all
elementary mission-schools. In opposition to this idea it hos been pointed
out by authoritative persons that the mission-schools hove rendered
India an immense service. As for as religion is concerned. the Jut
census (1931) showed that there ore 6,200,000 Christians in British India,
At present there may be eight or nine million Christians there. A natlfl
Church is that of the Thomas Chrlstlons, called Mor Thoma Church.
Everywhere the sentiment is heard that the churches now supported
and governed from the outalde must become truly native cburchel'l'he education of native pastors is stressed. An earnest attempt ls made
to procure contributions from the native Christians for the support
of the congregations and the church-schools. Lenders endeavor to Snd
a liturgy suitable for the Indian people. Indian hymnology is belnl
developed. Among its prominent native religious lenders ChristlsnitY
In India can point to Bishop Asorio of Domakal, who was the flnt
Indian to be comecrated a bishop by the Anglican Church. Another
one is Dr. Datta, connected with the Young Men's Christian Assodstioll
and professor at a college, o layman who Is the lender of the ChristilD
Nationallstl. Soclally and poUUc:ally the native Christians are not prominent in India, which in part is to be explained by the fact that more
than eighty per cent. of them ore outcastes, or untouchables. It must
:not be overlooked, however, that the Christionlzlng of the outcaslel
ls Influencing the higher castes, too. Besides, the untouchables are
beginning to uaert themselves, to organize, and to demand consideration,
Their lead_er Is Dr. Ambedkar. In 1936 a meeting of untouc:Jiablel
decided to leave Hinduism and seek a new religion. Until now Dr, Ambedbr, who had stated that he would soon recommend a suitab1a
rellgion, has not done this. The Interest ond enthusiasm created throUP
these discussions have induced many thousands of untoucbsbla to
apply for Baptllm. It cannot be denied that this ls harvest-time In
India, and the Church ls growing.
A.

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1939

11

